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MSgt Sherry Burt, Director of Operations
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Led by Technical Sergeant Jim Butler, The Commanders are ready to charge you up with a fun-filled 
event that will satisfy every musical taste!

In addition to enjoyable community concerts, the group offers informative lecture and performance 
clinics and general assembly programs. They visit colleges and schools throughout the region, 
inspiring future generations of musicians and connecting with youth.

The Commanders, a newly-revived ensemble 
coming from the US Air Force Band of the 
Golden West, carries on the American musical 
tradition of the great big bands, yet offers a lot 
more than the big band sounds. This energetic 
group of highly-trained professional musicians, 
formed from about a dozen Airmen, delivers the 
full gamut of jazz music - traditional jazz, cool, full gamut of jazz music - traditional jazz, cool, 
bop, swing, Broadway favorites, popular tunes, 
Latino rhythms, and patriotic music. The Com-
manders offers an entertaining show you won't 
soon forget! 

The Commanders

A typical evening with The Commanders might include favorites from Duke Ellington, Woody 
Herman, Count Basie, to Miles Davis, Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie - to the sounds of today's 
greatest salsa groups and modern jazz groups, plus American show tunes and pop songs delivered by 
the group's enchantingly talented vocalist. Their renditions of hot jazz standards of any style feature 
rousing improvised solos from every instrument in the group. This is an ensemble capable of 
delivering a truly unique combination of entertainment. 



Captain Haley Armstrong, Commander and 
Conductor of the United States Air Force 
Band of the Golden West, entered the Air 
Force in July of 2000 and earned her 
commission from the Academy of Military 
Science in April, 2007. Before her 
commission, she was an enlisted trumpet commission, she was an enlisted trumpet 
player with the Air National Guard Band of 
the Central States and the Air National 
Guard Band of the Northwest. Prior to 
entering the active dutyentering the active duty Air Force in 2010, 
she was the Commander and Conductor of 
the Air National Guard Band of the Great 
Lakes in Toledo, Ohio.

Commander, USAF Band of the Golden West

Captain Haley Armstrong

A native of Sonora, California, Captain Armstrong holds Bachelor's degrees in 
Music Education and Trumpet Performance from Eastern Washington University. 
After graduation she taught middle and high school band in Medical Lake School 
District in Washington and then earned a Master's Degree in Music Education 
from the Indiana University Jacob's School of Music in Bloomington, Indiana. In 
2010 she earned her Doctorate in Conducting at the University of Kansas in 
Lawrence, Kansas.

As a guest conductor, Captain Armstrong has worked with many Air Force 
regional bands as well as The United States Air Force Band at Bolling Air Force 
Base, Washington D.C. leading them in concerts and ceremonies, including a 
performance for President George W. Bush. She also continues to work as a guest 
conductor and clinician for schools and honor bands across the country.



Our partners will:

- Provide a concert venue that seats a minimum of 500 people with a 
stage area 50 feet wide by 40 feet deep. Auditoriums are the optimal 
concert venue. The auditorium should have a permanent stage, although 
gymnasiums or auditoriums with portable stages will be considered. 
Concert sites with a smaller performing area will also be considered. 
Auditoriums are often scheduled a year in advance, so it is important that Auditoriums are often scheduled a year in advance, so it is important that 
the site be reserved as soon as possible.

- Execute a publicity campaign sufficient to provide a capacity audience 
for the concert. Publicity materials and recommendations for publicizing 
the concert are included in this guide.

- Print and distribute free admission tickets, including a 30% overprint of 
the capacity of the concert venue.

- Reproduce a one-page program.- Reproduce a one-page program. Program design will be provided by the 
Band of the Golden West for printing.

- Ensure ushers are present at the concert. House ushers or local 
volunteers work well.



There is no fee for the Band of the Golden West. The United 
States Air Force pays all expenses incurred for travel including 
transportation, housing and meals.

Any other costs, such as auditorium rental, lighting, heating, Any other costs, such as auditorium rental, lighting, heating, 
printing of programs and tickets, publicity, janitorial fees and the 
cost of hiring union labor when required, are the responsibility of 
the local authorities or partner. Often, companies will donate 
these services in support of a free community event.

These concerts are presented as a public service to the commu-
nity FREE OF CHARGE. They are open to the general public 
regardless of race, color, or national origin. The Band of the 
Golden West will not participate in any event that directly or 
indirectly benefits or appears to benefit or favor any private 
individual, sect, political or fraternal group, or is associated 
with solicitation of funds or solicitation of votes in an election. 
Fundraising activities or other collections in connection with 
Band of the Golden West concerts are strictly prohibited.

All Band of the Golden West Concerts must be free
and open to the public.



- Performing area should be 30 feet wide by 20 feet deep.
- Stage must be well lit.
- A stage manager who can run additional lighting during the 
concert aides in a more impactful and impressive product.
- A storage area near the stage should be set aside for equipment 
cases.
- For audio, four dedicated 20-amp circuits on stage (contact the - For audio, four dedicated 20-amp circuits on stage (contact the 
operations representative for more information) are necessary.



- The stage will be cleaned, cleared and ready for load-in. 
- The band will arrive approximately 3 hours before the concert to 
load-in. 
- A person with keys and access to all required areas must be 
present for the load-in. A stage manager who can also run the lights 
is often the best choice.

- Two dressing rooms: One large room for 15 men and one medium 
room for 5 women. All with coat racks and mirrors, if available. 
- Dressing rooms should be attached to rest rooms, if possible, and 
must be secure while the band performs.

- Parking spaces are required for band vehicles at the performance 
site. The band presently uses one bus, one 15-passenger van and 
one semi trailer.







Publicity materials and recommendations for publicizing the performance are included 
in this guide. These items are designed to save you time and trouble, but we also 
encourage you to create your own publicity materials that are tailored to your area. 
Since everyone should have an equal opportunity to attend the performance, publicity 
must be targeted to the general public. A suggested Publicity Schedule is also included 
as a timeline for a successful publicity campaign. 
While publicity campaigns will vary based on the local needs, United StatesWhile publicity campaigns will vary based on the local needs, United States Air Force 
Band of the Golden West concerts have always been successful when all the local media 
assisted in the promotion.
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Full-page ad with pictures and a ticket coupon stating 
that there will be a concert by the United States Air 
Force Band of the Golden West in your community, 
giving the time, location, the fact that admission is free, 
how many tickets may be obtained, etc.

TTwo general announccements stating that there will be a 
concert by the United States Air Force Band of the 
Golden West, including information used in the full-
page ad.  Include a coupon for ticket requests and, if 
possible, pictures.





-The Commanders are part of the USAF Band of the Golden West based at Travis Air Force Base, 
California. 

-The group’s mission is to cultivate positive relationships between communities across the West 
Coast, Air Mobility Command and the U.S. Air Force.

-The group provides musical support for official military functions and community relations pro-
grams. 

-Musicians are full-time Active Duty members of the Air Force and have gone through Basic Mili-
tary Training at Lackland Air Force Base, TX.

-The group’s touring area encompasses a five-state region covering 527,000 square-miles. States 
included are California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and Nevada. 

-Each group member has an administrative duty that directly supports the operation of the Band of 
the Golden West

-Most musicians received undergraduate and/or graduate degrees in music prior to entering the Air 
Force. 

-Members of the group are also active performers and educators in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

-The Band of the Golden West is completely capable of deployment overseas.

the commanders

Notes:



Thank you for your decision to be a community partner of the 
Band of the Golden West. You are providing a valuable public 
service for the citizens of your community.

The success of our performance depends on good communication 
and cooperation between you and the Tour Director for the 
Concert Band. Please feel free to contact us with any questions or Concert Band. Please feel free to contact us with any questions or 
concerns you have. We hope that this guide will help you make 
the concert and your partnership experience a rousing success!
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